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CHAP, of Ruskin's life. He makes a numerical "calculation of
the number of days which under perfect term of human
life I might have to live." He works the sum out to
11,795, and for some years onward the days in his diary
are noted by the diminishing numbers.1 Throughout this
tour of 1856 he was constantly at work, not only drawing,
observing, geologising, but also, in accordance with his in-
variable custom, reading; and by reading Buskin meant
reading, marking, learning. The diary of this summer shows
him busy, among many things, with notes on the morality
of Redgauntlet, and with an analysis and collation of all
the texts in the Bible relating to Conduct and Faith. In
the evenings he read aloud to his mother, selecting on this
occasion several of George Sand's stories; on these also he
made critical notes.

II

(1857)

Ruskin and his parents returned by Paris, where he again
spent several days in studying the pictures at the Louvre.
He was home early in October, and plunged at once into some
of that various work which is described in earlier chapters.
Turner's pictures had to be described, and the drawings
arranged. His classes at the Working Men's College
simultaneously claimed his attention; and, as an offshoot
from this work, he wrote during the winter of 1856-57
The Elements of Drawing. At the beginning of the new
year he was further engaged in lecturing. The spring
and summer of 1857 brought fresh tasks. There were his
Academy Notes to be written; and in July the Manchester
lectures on The Political Economy of Art were delivered.

After a visit to Sir Walter and Lady Trevelyan at
Wallington, he was taken off by his parents to the High-
lands for a holiday (July to October). Of this tour no
diary has been found. The short sketch which Ruskin

1 With some interruptions from     Ruskin; he was seventy in 1889,
ill-health,   the "perfect term of    which was in fact the end of his
life"   was   allotted   to    working years. There is
